
In Story and Song 

Margie Rosenthal and Ilene Safyan
Narrated by Peninnah Schram



Song List
1. The Story of Hanukkah

2. O Hanukkah

3. Candle Blessings

4. Ma’Oz Tzur

5. Mattathias Bold

6. Who Can Retell?

7. Chanukah, Chanukah

8. Shine Little Candles

9. Oco Kandelikas

10. Dreidel Song

11. Light One Candle
 



The Story of Hanukkah
Narrated by Peninnah Schram. From All About Hanukkah 

by Judyth Groner and Madeline Wikler.

O Hanukkah
O Chanukah O Chanukah, come light the menorah.

Let’s have a party, we’ll all dance the hora. 
Gather round the table, we’ll give you a treat.

A sivivon to play with and latkes to eat. 
And while we are playing, the candles are burning low. 

One for each night, they shed a sweet light,
To remind us of days long ago.

Words: F. Minkoff

 

Candle Blessings
Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha’olam, asher 

kid’shanu bi’mitzvotav v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel Hanukkah.
Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha’olam, she’asah

nisim la’avoteinu bayamim hahem baz’man hazeh.
Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha’olam,

shehecheyanu v’kiyemanu v’higianu laz’man hazeh.
 



Ma’Oz Tzur  
(Rock of Ages)

Ma’oz tzur yeshuati l’cha na’eh l’shabe’ach.
Tikon beit tefilati vesham todah n’zabe’ach.
L’et tachin matbe’ach mitzor hamnabe’ach.

Az egmor b’shir mizmor Chanukat hamizbe’ach.
Words: Mordecai Ben Isaac

Mattathias Bold
Mattathias bold, five brave sons had he:

Eliezer, eldest son, Simon, John, and Jonathan,
and Judah Maccabee, Judah Maccabee. 

Words © Roz Grossman, Music ©Gladys Gewirtz

 
 



Who can Retell?
Who can retell the things that befell us,

Who can count them?
In every age, a hero or sage came to our aid.
Hark! In days of yore in Israel’s ancient land.

Brave Maccabeus led the faithful band.
But now all Israel must as one arise.

Redeem itself through deed and sacrifice.
Words: Ben M. Edidin

 

Chanukah, Chanukah
Chanukah, Chanukah, chag yafeh kol kach 

Or chaviv m’saviv, gil l’yeled rach. 
Chanukah, Chanukah, s’vivon, sov, sov, 

Sov, sov, sov, vov, sov, sov, mah nai’m vatov.
Chanukah, Chanukah happy holiday,

Dreidels turn, candles burn,
Come let’s dance and play. 

Chanukah, Chanukah, s’vivon, sov, sov, 
Sov, sov, sov, vov, sov, sov, mah nai’m vatov.



Shine Little Candles
Shine little candles burning bright

Chanukah is here.
Eight little candles in a row

With a flame so clear.
Dance little candles to and fro

Standing tall and bright.
Dance little candles in a row

Dance for all eight nights.

Melt little candles one by one
You have been such fun.

Eight little candles go to sleep
When Chanukah is done.

Adapted from Burn Little Candles by Ray M. Cook ©  
Ray M. Cook, published in Sing for Fun by UAHC, 1974



Oco Kandelikas
CHORUS

Una kandelika, doz kandelikas, tez kandelikas,  
kuatro kandelikas, sintju kandelikas, sez kandelikas, siete kandelikas, 

oco kandelas, para mi.

Mucas fiestasvo fazer Kun alegrijas I plazer. O…
Loz pastelikos vo kumer Kun alendrikas I la mjel. O…

Hanuka linda sta aki Oco kandelas para mi. O…

Beautiful Hanukkah is here, eight candles for me.
One candle, two candles…eight candles for me.

Many parties will be held, with joy and with pleasure. 
I will cook pastelikos, with almonds and honey.

Words and music © by Flory Jagoda, singer and composer, whose family of 
musicians continues the Sephardic heritage of Sarajevo, Yugoslavia, 

through concerts and records. She lives in Falls Church, VA.



Dreidel Song
CHORUS

With a twist of the finger and a whisk of the thumb
Away goes my dreidel with a whir and a hum.

Land on a nun, settle down on a hey.
Leap for the gimmel, shoo the shin away.

Let’s play the game of dreidel. I’ll show you how it’s done.
Look at the Hebrew letters. There’s meaning in each one.

The letters on the dreidel, A lovely tale they bear,
Nes gadol hayah sham—A miracle happened there.

CHORUS 
To start the game of dreidel, you put a token in—

A shiny copper penny, a peanut or a pin.
Each player spins the dreidel. To see who shall go first.

Gimmel is high, the next hey, then nun, and 
Poor old shin’s the worst. 

CHORUS
Now sitting in a circle, We’re ready to begin.

First one and then another—Each player gets a spin.
You land on nun, that’s nothing. A gimmel you take all.

Hey gets half the treasure, Pay up if shin should fall.

CHORUS
And that’s the way we play!

Words © Roz Grossman  Music © Gladys Gewirtz



Light One Candle 
Light one candle for the Maccabee children

With thanks their light didn’t die.
Light one candle for the pain they endured

When their right to exist was denied.
Light one candle for the terrible sacrifice

Justice and freedom demand.
Light one candle for the wisdom to know

That the peacemaker’s time is at hand!

CHORUS
Don’t let the light go out, It’s lasted for so many years.

Don’t let the light go out, Let it shine through our love and our tears!

Light one candle for the strength that we need to never become our own foe.
Light one candle for those who are suffering the pain we learned so long ago.

Light one candle for all we believe in that anger won’t tear us apart.
Light one candle to bind us together, with peace as the song in our heart

CHORUS
What is the memory that’s valued so highly that we keep it alive in that flame?
What’s the commitment to those who have died when we cry out they’ve not 

died in vain?
Have we come this far, always believing that justice will somehow prevail?

This is the burden and this is the promise and this is why we will not fail!
CHORUS

Written by Peter Yarrow ©1983 Silver Dawn Music (ASCAP)
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